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The lake interior is best explored by paddlecraft and boats, while the public landings provide excellent 
bird-watching and viewing points. Outboard motorboats, mud boats and air boats can be used, 
depending on lake level. There are nine public boat landings that provide access to Lake Jackson 
Aquatic Preserve. Kiosks at each access point provide additional information and maps for your 
exploration. How many wildlife and plant species will you see on your next visit?

Lake Jackson is internationally known for its unique 
hydrology and trophy largemouth bass along with 
outstanding habitat for a diversity of species. This guide 
will introduce you to the fish, birds, amphibians, reptiles, 
mammals and plants of Lake Jackson Aquatic Preserve.

The aquatic preserve is located within the northern 
boundaries of the Tallahassee Red Hills region and 
includes not only Lake Jackson but also Carr Lake and 
Mallard Pond. 

Because of its widely varying water levels, Lake Jackson 
is home to a diversity of upland, wetland and aquatic 
habitats and species. Typically, the lake is a shallow-water 
body that has an average depth of 6 feet except for two 
major sinkholes – Porter Hole Sink and Lime Sink – that 
have a depth of more than 25 feet. The lake was formed 
through the dissolution of limestone over time, causing 
the collapse of the overlaying sediment and forming the 
lake basin. Bottom leakage, sinkholes, long-term drought 
and a lack of heavy, localized rain events can create 
conditions that contribute to low lake levels and dramatic 
draining over time. 
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