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Lake Jackson is internationally known for its unique
hydrology and trophy largemouth bass along with
outstanding habitat for a diversity of species. This guide
will introduce you to the fish, birds, amphibians, reptiles,
mammals and plants of Lake Jackson Aquatic Preserve.

The aquatic preserve is located within the northern
boundaries of the Tallahassee Red Hills region and
includes not only Lake Jackson but also Carr Lake and
Mallard Pond.

Because of its widely varying water levels, Lake Jackson
is home to a diversity of upland, wetland and aquatic
habitats and species. Typically, the lake is a shallow-water
body that has an average depth of 6 feet except for two
major sinkholes - Porter Hole Sink and Lime Sink - that
have a depth of more than 25 feet. The lake was formed
through the dissolution of limestone over time, causing
the collapse of the overlaying sediment and forming the
lake basin. Bottom leakage, sinkholes, long-term drought
and a lack of heavy, localized rain events can create
conditions that contribute to low lake levels and dramatic
draining over time.
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The lake interior is best explored by paddlecraft and boats, while the public landings provide excellent
bird-watching and viewing points. Outboard motorboats, mud boats and air boats can be used,
depending on lake level. There are nine public boat landings that provide access to Lake Jackson
Aquatic Preserve. Kiosks at each access point provide additional information and maps for your

exploration. How many wildlife and plant species will you see on your next visit?
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Bowfin L 43"

Spotted Sunfish L 8"
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Largemouth Bass 1.28"

Ilustrations not to scale
[lustrations by John Tobe, Ph.D.
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Freshwater Fish of
Lake Jackson Aquatic Preserve

Tadpole Madtom L 5"

, Male '
Lake Chubsucker L 16" AR Least Killifish L 1.5"

—

Pirate Perch L 5.5"

Female Taillight Shiner L 3"

Threadfin Shad L 9" Everglades
Pygmy
Sunfish L 1.25"
Illustrations not to scale

[lustrations by John David Tobe, Ph.D.
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Fall and Winter Birds ine
Lake Jackson Aquatic Preserve
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Spring & Summer Birds

Lake Jackson Aquatle Preserve

Northern

Mockingbird
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Reptiles of
Lake Jackson Aquatic Preserv

s
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Cottonmouth L 48>

Green LY”
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L5”
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[Mlustrations not to scale



Amphibians of
Lake Jackson Aquatic Preserve

Green Treefrog 1.2.5"

Bird-voiced
Treefrog L 2

Barking Treefrog 2.7

Squirrel
Treefrog L 1.6"
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Narrow-mouthed
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Illustrations by John David Tobe, Ph.D. Greater- Siren L 3..
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I1lustrations not to scale [llustrations by John David Tobe, Ph.D.
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Mammals of Lake Jackson Aquatic Preserve

Brazilian Free-tailed Bat
L 2.9” wingspan 13”

Northern Yellow
Bat L 2.8” wingspan 16”

Spotted Skunk L 12" Southeastern Myotis

L 2.1” wingspand 117 Evening Bat
~ L 2.5” wingspand 117

anded Armadillo L 40"
(Invasive)

Feral Hog L ¢'
(Invasive)

.

Juveniles

[llustrations not to scale [llustrations by John David Tobe, Ph.D.
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Rattlebox

(Invasive)
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> Sesbania

Red Maple
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Flowers
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Vine
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x1/10 Trumpet
Sugar Hackberry P Persimmon ) Creeper

Water Oak Illustrations to the scale indicated x1/10 Illustrations by John David Tobe, Ph.D.



Aquatic and Emergent Plants of Lake J ackson Aquatic Preserve ﬁ
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(Invasive) [lustrations by John David Tobe, Ph.D.
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[llustrations to the scale indicated
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[Nlustrations by John David Tobe, Ph.D.

Trap
Illustrations to the scale indicated
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